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front. Jose Davila, Homage to the Square, 2024, stainless steel, automotive paint, wire / Courtesy of the artist. Photo by
Agustin Arce. 1. Exhibition view: Vida la vida, 2024 / Photo courtesy of Maebashi Galleria. 2. Jose Davila, Homage to the
Square, 2014, stainless steel, automotive paint / Courtesy of the artist. Photo by Alejandra Jaimes. 3. Josef Albers, Study for
Homage to the Square: Growing, 1968, oil on Masonite, Kawamura Memorial DIC Museum of Art ©The Josef and Anni Albers
Foundation / JASPAR, Tokyo, 2024 B0818 4. Josef Albers, /I-24 Homage to the Square from Formulation: Articulation, 1972,
silkscreen print on paper, The Museum of Modern Art, Gunma ©The Josef and Anni Albers Foundation / JASPAR, Tokyo,
2024 B0818 5. Jose Davila, Homage to the Square, 2019, hand-cut ceramic, and metal shelf / Courtesy of the artist. Photo
by Agustin Arce.

Based in Guadalajara, Mexico, Jose Davila (1974- ) is known for his three-
dimensional works that combine familiar materials such as metal, glass, and
boulders in a delicate equilibrium, as well as works that quote and reflect
on the work of 20th century artists and architects.

Since the 2010s, Davila has repeatedly drawn on the series Homage to the
Square by Josef Albers (1888-1976), one of the most important abstract
artists. While Albers experimented with color schemes in his paintings by
layering squares, Davila develops these squares using materials such as
stainless steel, glass, and ceramic to create three-dimensional works that
change its forms and colors with time and light.

This exhibition, Davila’s first full-scale exhibition in a Japanese museum, will
feature a painting and prints from Albers’ Homage to the Square, alongside
works by Davila based on this series. The exhibition will show Albers’
exploration of form and color, which has fascinated people throughout the
ages as well as Davila’s challenge to create new art through conversation with
the art history. The exhibition space, designed by the artist himself, will be a
tribute to Albers, and will also resonate with the architectural space designed
by Arata Isozaki (1931-2022) using the cubic element as a motif. We hope you
will enjoy this timeless encounter between artists.

Jose Davila

Born in 1974, Guadalajara, Mexico. Following a degree in architecture obtained from Instituto
Tecnolégico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente (ITESO), Davila became a self-taught
artist whose practice spans sculpture, installation, painting, and photography. More than 60
solo shows have been held at major museums such as Museum Haus Konstruktiv (Zurich,
Switzerland), Dallas Contemporary (Texas), JUMEX Museum (Mexico City), and his work
has been shown on many international art events. His work has become part of prominent
institutions and private collections such as of Museo Amparo (Puebla, Mexico), Museo Nacional
Centro de Arte Reina Sofia (Madrid, Spain), Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (New York),
Centre Pompidou (Paris), Hamburger Kunsthalle (Hamburg), Taguchi Art Collection (Japan).
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